Developing boys’ confidence and attainment in writing in the EYFS: ‘Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds’
Julie Cigman Early Years Consultant

Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds has successfully improved the confidence, motivation and attainment of boys in the EYFS. It was devised in response to concerns about boys’ underachievement.

How does the project work?

The project motivates boys to write in playful contexts that have meaning for them.

It empowers Early Years practitioners to teach children the way that children learn best – through play, active, creative learning and observation-led planning.
It enhances practitioners’ ability to teach the skills of writing to boys while maintaining the ethos of the EYFS. 
“The power of play as the engine of learning in early childhood and as a vital force for young children’s physical, social, and emotional development is beyond question. Children in play-based kindergartens have a double advantage over those who are denied play: they end up equally good or better at reading and other intellectual skills, and they are more likely to become well-adjusted healthy people.” K. Hirsh-Pasek

Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds gives practitioners the opportunity to engage in action research in their classrooms – to ask some important questions about why boys are underachieving, and to explore what works best for boys.

Feedback from Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds practitioners

“Now I feel recharged, able to work in the way I know is best.”  

“Our expectations have changed, we’re more positive about possibilities.” 
“We’ve met our aim of achieving a ‘writing culture’. All the staff can see it.”

“Troy is now a true writer. He is confident in his own abilities and takes real pride in whatever he produces. He often takes the lead in organizing activities outside and encourages less confident children. This project has helped to empower him and take away the pressure that was holding him back. He has a natural ability that blossomed under the conditions we developed.”  
“It’s been very motivating for boys and girls.”

“This project has truly been an inspiration!”
Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds training programmes

If we would listen to our kids, we'd discover that they are largely self-explanatory.  Robert Brault
Existing programmes can be adapted and tailored to individual needs. 

Facilitators’ training for Local Authority Early Years advisory teams to set up and run a Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds project.

2 days initial training on setting up the classroom research projects

1 follow up day to reflect on the action research process 

Optional follow up day for staff development

Training for practitioners to run a Becoming a Writer in Leaps and Bounds project in an Early years centre: suitable for Children’s Centre curriculum leads, Nursery and pre-school supervisors and managers, Early Years teachers and co-ordinators.

1 day training on supporting boys learning in the EYFS

1 day training on setting up the classroom research projects
1 day follow up workshop 

Optional centre-based training for staff teams

Optional centre-based support for project leaders

Previous projects have had significant impact on the number of children attaining 6 scale points in the EYFSP, showing:

· Improved outcomes in CLLD for boys and girls in all participating schools ranging from 2.5 % to 60.4 %
· Improved outcomes in Writing for boys of up to 60.8 %
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